State of Wisconsin

CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM

DATE: December 17, 2009 FILE REF: [Click here and typefileref.]
E-Mail: DNR staff, interagency Cooperators, and Volunteers

Mail to: Steve Gebhardt — Warrens

FROM: Dick Thiel — Sandhill 715-884-6333 (richard.thiel @wisconsin.gov)

SUBJECT: West-Central Region Annual Wolf Monitoring Report: 2009 Caendar Y ear.

Mid-Winter Census: Winter 2008-09 track surveys revealed a modest increase to 102-108 animalsin 22

pack in the Central Forest region (Figure 1). This count does not include 2 loners. Pack size averaged 4.8
wolves, with packs ranging in size from 2 to 7 wolves.
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Figure 1. Annual trendsin winter wolf counts, Central Forest Region.

Trapping: Three wolves were caught and radioed in 2009 by USDA Wildlife Services with assistance
from Ho Chunk DNR and Wisconsin DNR staff (Table 1). Three additional wolves captured in coyote
setsin autumn, 2009, were radio-collared by DNR, Wildlife Services and Ho Chunk staff (Table 1).
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Dispersal: Fiveradioed CFR wolves seem to be dispersing locally, as of the end of this report period (see
Table 1). Wolf 559, a 4-year-old female captured in her natal South Bluff pack territory, dispersed 2 years

ago into the Turner Creek pack. After the 5™ of October she began to move northwest. As of mid

December sheislocated northwest of the 2-Korner pack territory. Wolf 487, also 4-years-old, captured in
his natal M cKenna pack territory, was lost to our surveillance for about 1 %2 years, and discovered in
January of 2008 within the Star-lite pack. This past summer he moved west across 1-94 and occupied an
areanear Millston and Ft. McCoy. In mid December he was near City Point. Wolf 652, captured in her
natal McKenna pack territory in August 2008 as a pup, seems to have localized just north of the McKenna
territory near Saddle Mound. Two GPS collared wolves, both yearling femal es, one each from Iron Run
and Wedges Creek pack territories dispersed into each other’ sterritories. Wolf 677 was found dead in

Iron Run territory on 13 November, and the chewed off remains of 676’ s collar were located on 7

December in the Wedges Creek territory.

None our radioed wolves dispersed from the CFR in 2009.

2009 Radioed Females | Sum= 4086
End-of-Yr, or | Ave= 1022
Date of Days
Name Wolf # Pack Sex Age | Capture Off-Air Date | No Locs Survived Fate
Siga 559 Turner Cr F Y 08/12/2006 12/31/2009 89 1237
635 Mather E F A 11/20/2007 12/31/2009 38 772
Hidake 654 Starlight F Y 06/07/2008 12/31/2009 29 572
652 McKenna F Pup 08/15/2008 12/31/2009 24 503
641 Mather W F Pup 10/27/2008 12/31/2009 19 430
Terana 684 2-Korner F A 05/30/2009 12/31/2009 12 215
Collared chewed
677 Wedges F Y 06/07/2009 12/07/2009 7 183 off
676 Iron Run F Y 06/18/2009 11/13/2009 10 148
695 Ft McCoy A 11/09/2009 11/30/2009 2 21 Shot
Shot. Collar cut
758 Colburn? F Y? 11/16/2009 11/30/2009 0 5 off
2009 Radioed Males Sum= 1375
End-of-Yr, or Ave= 688
Date of Days
Name Wolf # Pack Sex Age | Capture Off-Air Date No Locs Survived Fate
McKenna 2 9/6/2006 13
Sarge 487 Star-lite M 4 11/20/2008 12/31/2006 19 1211
680 Silo? M A 07/13/2009 11/03/2009 10 113
657 ? M A 11/10/2009 12/31/2009 51

Table 1. Telemetry data on 13 wolvesradio-monitored in 2009 in the Central Forest.

For thefirst time in over 13 years of monitoring this wolf population, signals from two radioed wolves —
collared el sewhere — were located within the Central Forest, both on 13 July, within the Necedah National
Wildlife Refuge. Female wolf 722 was captured originaly near L’ Anse, Michigan on 24 August, 2004
and she was last located on 16 August, 2005. If this signal was from her, the batteriesin her collar have
achieved a new longevity record! She was not located again. Within afew miles of her the signal of male
wolf 680 was located. He had been radioed on 5 February near Manitowish Waters, Iron County, WI. His
signal was last picked up on 5 October (see Table 1).




Disease: All handled wolves and coyotes seen dead along highways or alive appeared to have very good
coats, suggesting that mange is not prevalent this year. We are no longer collecting blood samples for
titers to various canid diseases.

Productivity (Howl Surveys): Pups were detected in 17 of 18 packs (94 percent) in which howl surveys
were conducted in summer 20009.

Telemetry Work: Based on the distribution of radios, 11 different packs had radioed wolves, if only
briefly (< 11 locations), asin the cases of Coburn, Iron Run, Wedges Creek, Ft. McCoy and Silo packs
(Table 1). Territory size data was obtained from 8 packs, though the average number of locations (11.75)
was less than the 20 required per year to obtain reliable spacial data. Nonetheless, territory size ranged
from 4 (Iron Run) to 44.5 mi ? (Mather West), and averaged 19.5 mi 2. Pack territory size has remained
relatively stablein CFR in the past 3 years: 2006-07 = 18.75 mi % and 2008 = 17 mi .

Mortality: Fourteen dead wolves were recovered within the Central Forest in 2009. These included 9
females, 3 males and 2 in which sex could not be determined. Age stratification was: 5 adults, 2 yearlings,
3 pups, and 4 unknown. All wolves are required to be necropsied, but hecropsy reports —in most cases —
have not been completed yet. Based on carcass and site inspections provisionally, 6 were shot, 6 were
vehiclekills, and the cause of death could not be determined in 2 cases. Two of 11 (18 percent) radioed
wolves that entered the 9-day deer gun season were shot and killed during it.

Depredations: Thirteen reports were filed with Wildlife Services where the complaintant reported “wolf”
as the putative cause Table 2). Inspections were carried out on the same day as the complaint was
received in 9 of the 12 cases (75 percent). Thisisthefirst year since the late 1990’ s that dogs have been
attacked by wolves. Two packs seemed to carry out most of the dog depredations: Iron Run and Brushy
Ridge.

Cattle Sheep Goats | Hogs | Horses | Dogs | Nuisance | Other
Reported 4 0 1 0 0 7 0 1
Verified Wolf 1? 0 0 0 0 6 0 0

Table 2. Summary of 2009 Central Forest Region depredation complaints wher e complaintant
identified “wolf”.

Cooperators/ Acknowledgements: Shawn Rosder, Ron Schultz, Michele Windsor, Scott Krultz and
Wildlife Services employees, DeWayne Snobl, Phil Peterson, and Barry Benson, and Ho Chunk DNR
staff, Karen Karash conducted the 2009 trapping activities. Numerous volunteer trackers and howlers
conducted annual surveys, including Jayne and Mike Belsky, Linda Nelson, Ray Leonard, Bob Welch,
Debbie Martin, Norma Donovan, Dick Stoelb, Del King, Warren Peterson, Ritaand Arnie Erickson, Scott
Thiel, Deb Thid and others. Agency cooperators include Tim Wilder, Ft. McCoy, and Karen Karash, Ho
Chunk DNR.

I’d also like to thank Kirby Rice, Louise Olson, Steve Gebhardt, Jeff Peterson and Joel and Kim Harkner.

Map: The following map shows radioed wolf |ocations, features summer homesites and winter track
observations of significance, and traces territorial edges, based on radioed wolf locations.






